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1.0 Introduction
1.1 Project Context
The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed electrical link that will enable the import and
export of electricity between Ireland and France and will be the first direct energy link
between the two countries, running from the south coast of Ireland to the north-west coast
of France. It was designated a PCI by the European Commission in 2013 and has since
retained that status. The project promoters are EirGrid plc (EirGrid) and Réseau de
Transport d'Électricité (RTE), the Transmission System Operators (TSOs) in Ireland and
France.
The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS)1 is the designated
National Competent Authority (NCA) for PCIs in the UK. It has delegated authority to
facilitate and coordinate the TEN-E Regulation process for PCIs such as the Celtic
Interconnector Project to the Marine Management Organisation (MMO). The TEN-E
Regulation seeks to modernise and expand Europe’s energy infrastructure and to
interconnect networks across borders to meet the European Union’s core energy policy
objectives of competitiveness, sustainability and security of supply.

1.2 Purpose of Consultation Report
The purpose of this Consultation Report is to summarise the results of consultation
activities that were undertaken by the project promoters in the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland (UK). The consultation that took place in the UK served as a
continuation of extensive consultation that had previously been undertaken by the project
promoters in both France and in Ireland.
The consultation activities that took place in the UK were undertaken to ensure the
participation of the public and relevant affected stakeholders in the Celtic Interconnector
project. In so doing, this Consultation Report demonstrates that the project has complied
with the requirements of Article 9(4) of the TEN-E Regulation which concerns the
requirements of the Project of Common Interest (PCI) process in the UK.

1.3 Location of Project in UK Context
As illustrated in Figure 1.1, the proposed routing for the Celtic Interconnector does not
pass within UK territorial waters i.e. within 12 nautical miles of Mean High Water Springs
(MHWS). It passes through approximately 211km of the UK’s Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) and more specifically it will be located approximately 75km from the nearest MHWS
of the UK mainland. The TEN-E Regulation is applicable to the Celtic Interconnector in so
far as a Marine Licence is required under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.

1

Formerly known as the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)

Celtic Interconnector – Consultation Report – United Kingdom

Page
1 1
Page

Figure 1.1 Indicative Location of the Celtic Interconnector Project in the UK EEZ
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2.0 Methodology
2.1 Concept of Public Participation
In accordance with the requirements of Article 9(3) and Annex VI of the TEN-E Regulation,
the project promoters prepared and submitted a Concept for Public Participation (CPP)
relating to the Celtic Interconnector project to the MMO in March 2020.
Having regard to the global public health situation at the time caused by the Coronavirus
pandemic, the project promoters sought approval from the MMO to adapt their
consultation methods by putting in place remote information and consultation mechanisms.
To complement this and set out the more detailed plans of how this consultation process
would be executed, the project promoters also prepared a Communication Strategy
Document which they submitted to the MMO in May 2020.
The MMO fully appreciated this requirement and following receipt of feedback from the
MMO in relation to same, the project promoters subsequently submitted an updated
version of the CPP to the MMO in June 2020 incorporating a revised Communication
Strategy Document. The updated CPP was formally accepted by the MMO in June 2020
and a copy remains available on the project’s website: www.celticinterconnector.eu.
The accepted CPP set out the information sharing and public participation measures that
the project promoters proposed to undertake in the UK in relation to the project in order to
ensure stakeholder and general public participation in the consultation process.

2.2 Identified UK Stakeholders
In March 2020, the MMO provided the project promoters with a list of authorities,
stakeholders and members of the public likely to be concerned by the project in the UK.
Having added both the CE Cornwall Council and the CE Isles of Scilly Council to this list,
this list now comprises the identified ‘UK Stakeholders’. More specifically, the identified
UK Stakeholder List comprises:
1. Local Marine Management Organisation (MMO) Office
2. Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC)
3. Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS)
4. Natural England
5. Historic England
6. The Crown Estate
7. Maritime and Coastguard Agency
8. Trinity House
9. Royal Yachting Association
10. Cruising Association
11. Chamber of Shipping
12. Commercial Fishermen
13. British Sub-Aqua Club
14. British Divers Marine Life Rescue
15. Whale and Dolphin Conservation
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16. Isles of Scilly Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority
17. Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority
18. National Federation of Fishermen's Organisations
19. Ministry of Defence
20. Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (Oil & Gas Authority (OGA)
and Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and Decommissioning
(OPRED)
21. An Bord Pleanála (National Competent Authority (NCA) in Ireland)
22. Ministère de la Transition Écologique et Solidaire (NCA in France)
23. CE Cornwall Council
24. CE Isles of Scilly Council
During June 2020, the project promoters made direct contact with each of these entities
by email to inform them about the project and the consultation plans for the project. In
instances where emails that were issued did not appear to be received, the project
promoters made every effort to make direct contact with those entities by telephone.

2.3 Public Information Leaflet
In the interests of transparency and in order to comply with the requirements of Annex
VI(5)(b) of the TEN-E Regulation, the project promoters prepared a 6-page Public
Information Leaflet which, inter alia, set out in a clear and concise manner, an overview of
the purpose of the project and the preliminary timetable of the project. More specifically,
the brochure (which remained in draft format on the advice of the MMO until such time as
it was formally approved by them on 30th September 2020) included information in relation
to:
 The marine cable route;


The environmental assessment process;



The measures making it possible to avoid, reduce and offset environmental
impacts;



The list of web addresses of the European Commission’s transparency platform;
and,



The public consultation proposals for the UK.

A copy of this Information Leaflet remains available on the project website
www.celticinterconnector.eu in addition to the websites of both project promoters. It was
also distributed by email directly to the identified list of 24 No. entities i.e. the UK Project
Stakeholder List (Ref. Section 2.2).

2.4 Project Website
In accordance with the TEN-E Regulation, and as guided by the MMO, the project
promoters updated the project website (www.celticinterconnector.eu) which had initially
been created in January 2019 with UK specific information. In order to ensure that clear
and correct information was available to UK stakeholders, the following information was
provided on the project website during May 2020:
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A description of the project in the context of how it concerns the UK EEZ;



Information regarding public consultation proposals in the UK; and,



Maps of the cable route in the context of the UK EEZ.

In addition, the following information and features were also made available on the project
website:
 The presentation of the project, its objectives, its schedule, its status as a Project
of Common Interest within the meaning of European Union law;


A link to the Ten-Year Network Development Plans (EirGrid and RTE);



A link to the European Commission’s transparency platform;



A link to the list of Projects of Common Interest;



A link to TYNDP 2018 European network ten-year development plan (ENTSO-E);



A link to the EirGrid website concerning the consultation in Ireland;



A link to the RTE website concerning the consultation in France;



Dedicated e-mail addresses to contact the project managers:
celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com and rte-celtic-interconnector@rte-france.com;



The PCI information leaflet on the project previously referred to;



The timeline of the project and updates on the public consultations;



The contact details for obtaining all of the documents relating to the application;
and,



The contact details to be used to send observations and objections during the
public consultations.

In addition, information about the project can also be found in both English and French on
EirGrid and RTE’s respective project websites at:
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/the-grid/projects/celtic-interconnector/the-project/
http://www.rte-france.com/en/project/celtic-interconnector-interconnection-projectbetween-france-and-ireland

2.5 Online Public Consultation Platform
The project promoters created and hosted a dedicated public information and consultation
campaign on the project website (www.celticinterconnector.eu). In line with the
consultation processes for the project carried out in France and in Ireland and as part of
this platform, the UK public were invited to inform themselves as to the project particulars
as they concern the UK EEZ through participation in a dedicated online forum.
This platform was open to questions and comments from the public over a 28 day period:
from 16th June 2020 – 13th July 2020 inclusive. Any questions raised on this platform
were responded to within 72 hours. While this forum closed on the 13th July 2020, it
remains available to view until the 31st March 2021. In addition, contact details for the
project promoters remain available on the project’s website (www.celticinterconnector.eu)
– notably, celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com and rte-celtic-interconnector@rte-france.com.
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2.6 Publicising the Online Public Consultation Platform
The online consultation platform was widely advertised prior to the opening of the actual
online event. The publicisation of the public participation exercise undertaken by the
project promoters was far reaching and included the public who will be potentially closest
to the project and therefore the most interested, notably fishermen and residents of South
West England, in particular in and around Western Cornwall and those of the Isles of
Scilly.
Promotional methods undertaken included:
 The publication of press notices in 4 different newspapers from 4th to 25th June
2020, more specifically:
o West Briton (comprising 4 different editions Truro and Mid-Cornwall,
Falmouth and Penryn, Redruth Camborne and Hayle, and Helston and The
Lizard);
o The Cornishman;
o Cornish Times; and,
o Fishing News (please refer to Appendix A which sets out the background
and readership of each of these newspapers).
 The promotion of the platform / campaign via social media including the social
networks of RTE (Facebook and Twitter pages) and EirGrid, including LinkedIn,
Facebook and Twitter pages (please refer to Appendix B which contains evidence
of same).
 Notification of the event on the project specific website and the websites of both
project promoters.
 Direct email notification to the main stakeholders.

2.7 Appointment of Fisheries Liaison Officer
In order to facilitate meaningful engagement with the UK fishing community during the UK
consultation phase of the project, the project promoters appointed a dedicated UK based
Fisheries Liaison Officer to the project in May 2020. The appointed Fisheries Liaison
Officer, Mr. Colin Richards, is based in Cornwall.
The project promoters requested the Fisheries Liaison Officer to identify additional UK
stakeholders with a particular interest in fishing. The list of additional stakeholders that
were identified by the Fisheries Liaison Officer is as follows:
1. Cornish Fish Producers’ Organisation (CFPO)
2. South West Fish Producers’ Organisation (SWFPO)
3. Western Fish Producers’ Organisation
4. W. Stevenson & Sons (Trawler Owners)
5. Nowell Fishing (Trawler Owners)
6. Interfish (Trawler Owners)
7. Waterdance (Vessel Owners – trawlers/gill netters)
8. Rowse Shellfish (Vessel Owners – offshore crabbers)
9. Individual Demersal Trawl Fishermen
10. Individual Offshore Static Gear Fishermen
11. HMO Newlyn
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12. HMO St Marys IoS
13. HMO Cornwall Council (Truro, Penzance, St. Ives, Newquay)
At the request of the project promoters, the Fisheries Liaison Officer contacted each of
these entities during June 2020 to provide them with project specific information and to
notify them about the Online Consultation Platform event.

2.8 Project Overview for UK Stakeholders
In May 2020, the project promoters prepared a Project Overview for UK Stakeholders.
This document provided information in relation to the project including:
 The project promoters
 The project website
 The project elements
 Consultation and engagement
 Consultation in Ireland
 Consultation in France
 Consultation in the UK
 The current project status
 Project development
 Potential installation sequence
 Environmental designations
 Marine Conservation Zones and European Designated Sites
 Supporting environmental documentation
 Project team contact details
This Project Overview document was sent to each of the identified UK Stakeholders
during May-June 2020. A copy of the correspondence that was issued to each of the UK
Stakeholders is contained in Appendix C.

2.9 Online Webinar with UK Stakeholders
In order to further enhance the measures taken to provide for meaningful engagement
and consultation in the UK, the project promoters prepared and delivered an online
webinar on 9th July 2020. All identified UK stakeholders were invited to this webinar which
was delivered via Microsoft Teams as this allowed for face-to-face interaction and for
questions and answers to be exchanged on a real-time, inclusive and transparent basis.
Appendix C contains an example of the invitation that was issued to the UK Stakeholders.
The project promoters provided a link to this webinar event on Eventbrite - please refer to
Appendix D which contains a copy of this advertisement. In addition, webinar hosts
prepared a series of slides that they presented at this event prior to facilitating a questions
and answers session. Please refer to Appendix F which contains screen captures taken
during the webinar event. After the webinar event, the project promoters issued a thank
you email to all participants and an example of this correspondence is set out in Appendix
G.
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3.0 Outcome of Consultation in
UK
3.1 Outcome of UK Webinar Event
The webinar event took place as planned on the 9th July 2020. It started with an
introduction by the Event Host (Ms. Michelle Walsh from EirGrid) who informed attendees
that the meeting would not be recorded but that notes would be taken during the event
that would be presented in the subject Consultation Report.
The panel then introduced themselves and the presentation followed the following format:
 Project Description – Valerie Brennan
 Project Elements – Eoghan Tuite
 Cable route – Emile Coiffier
 Public consultation – Gaёlle Chevreau
Table 3.1 sets out the details of the attendees who attended the webinar event,
representing various UK Stakeholders.
Table 3.1 Representatives from UK Stakeholders that attended the webinar event
Job Title of Representative

UK Stakeholder being represented

Offshore Industries Adviser

JNCC

NFFO Services General Manager

The commercial arm of National Federation of Fishermen’s
Organisations (NFFO)

Assistant Chief Executive

NFFO

Senior Commercial Manager

The Crown Estate

Environment and Planning Officer

Royal Yachting Association (RYA)

Navigation Support Officer

Trinity House

The presentation concluded by the Event Host inviting attendees to ask any specific
questions that they might have.

3.3 Questions and Answers from Webinar Event
The nature of the questions asked during the webinar event was primarily technical and
detailed in nature. Questions posed and responses provided during the event are set out
below:
Q1. RYA Representative: The RYA Representative advised that should the project
promoter require any information from the RYA, they are happy to provide it based on
their cruising network. They also asked whether it is the intention to rock-berm the entire
length of cable in the UK EEZ and where is rock coming from?
A1. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile Coiffier advised that it is not the intention to cover the
entire length of the cable as it is not optimal or economical. The preferred option is burial,
Celtic Interconnector – Consultation Report – United Kingdom
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but sometimes that won’t be possible. The source of rock will depend on the subcontractor who is yet to be appointed but in any event the rock will come from Europe.
Emile further added that it is a common practice and it will be cleaned before going into
rock placement vessel.
Q2. Assistant Chief Executive of NFFO: The Assistant Chief Executive of the NFFO
advised that the NFFO is the representative body for commercial fishing sector in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland. They noted that the route is being planned in order to avoid
impacts on marine environment and activity. They asked whether the route as displayed is
a fixed route and whether it has taken into account the intensity and nature of fishing
activities in the area, noting that it does appear to be progressing through some prime
fishing zones.
A2. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile advised that the risk to fishing activities has been studied
and the ultimate route of the cable has taken all fishing activities into account. Emile
advised that the route as it is currently presented is very close to what will be the final
route; i.e. the cable will not go to the East of Isles of Scilly and if we do depart from route,
this will be only if ever micro-routing or very small route changes are required.
A2. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan elaborated upon this response by noting that the
project promoters carried out a route investigation at the outset of the project which was to
assess a number of trunk route options and that 6 No. possible routes were considered as
part of this process. Eoghan added that commercial fishing activity was a key
consideration as part of this exercise, noting that the report is available on the EirGrid
website that would be sent to them after the webinar event demonstrating how fishing
areas had been considered as part of the route selection process.
Q3. Assistant Chief Executive of NFFO: They asked the project promoters to elaborate
in terms of their advice that restrictions on fishing activities are expected to be limited.
They added to this by questioning whether fishing activities can resume as normal post
installation works.
A3. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan advised that it is anticipated that restrictions to
fishing activities would only occur during installation of the cable itself. He advised that
post cable installation works, there will be no restrictions or exclusion zones placed on
fishing activities. He added to this by noting that it is the responsibility of fisheries to be
aware of cables if they are fishing or trawling in any particular area, bearing in mind that
the cable route will be marked on nautical charts.
A3. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile added to this response by advising that there will be
some restrictions to fishing activities along the route of the cable during the installation
works, however, the strategy is that the project promoters will try to bury the cable so that
fishing activities can be resumed as soon as possible post cable installation works.
Q4. Assistant Chief Executive of NFFO: The Assistant Chief Executive Officer of the
NFFO noted that cables are protected in national law against wilful or negligent damages;
therefore if there is no impact on fishing activities, the NFFO would assume that normal
Celtic Interconnector – Consultation Report – United Kingdom
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fishing activities will not constitute wilful or negligent practice on behalf of the fisherman.
They sought assurance from the project promoters that the appropriate mitigation
arrangements which include longer term mitigation planning capable of identifying location
of cable would be put in place, querying in this specific respect whether the location of the
cable would be included on the Kingfisher Information Service Offshore Renewables and
Cable Awareness (KIS-ORCA) website.
A4. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan advised that the project promoters want to work in
close cooperation with the fishing industry and that like any other subsea infrastructure
(for example, telecoms cables, etc.), that steps will be taken to protect the cable during
the installation process, either by burial or by placement of external protection. For any
vessel whose planned activities involve physical interaction with the seabed, it was
advised that Masters should ensure that they have the latest available positional data for
submarine cables and be aware that to damage a cable either wilfully or through culpable
negligence is an offence under UK and international law. Eoghan reiterated that normal
activity can resume above the cable, however, fishing interests need to be aware that the
cable is there via the KIS-ORCA web site and act responsibly. Eoghan advised that in
terms of EirGrid’s East West Interconnector (EWIC) cable between Ireland and Wales,
use is made of Automatic Identification System (AIS) data to try and identify vessels that
remain stationary over the cables and contact is made with those vessels if necessary.
The project promoters will be working with KIS-ORCA and others to ensure that cable
assets are sufficiently charted and the project is not proposing to do anything different to
industry practice or the industry norm.
A4. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile added that RTE also develops deep relationship with
fishing interests in relation to interconnector cables.
Q5. Assistant Chief Executive of NFFO: They advised that the NFFO are equally
interested in minimising risks as much as possible and asked whether there will be a
monitoring system in place be able to note cable exposures.
A5. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan responded by advising that for the EWIC subsea
cables, EirGrid seeks to carry out depth of burial surveys approximately every 3 years and
it is normal practice for the depth of the cables to be regularly monitored during a cable’s
operational life. Eoghan advised that the project promoters plan to follow a similar regime
for the Celtic Interconnector project.
Q6. Offshore Industries Adviser with JNCC: The Offshore Industries Adviser of the
JNCC advised that this organisation is the advisory body for UK Regulators. Noting that
there are still unexploded ordnance (UXO) surveys to be held, they asked when is it likely
that these surveys will they be held?
A6. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile advised that additional UXO surveys would be
undertaken shortly before the construction phase of the project. The purpose of survey will
be to minimise any risk of interaction with UXO on the seabed to As Low As Reasonably
Practicable (ALARP), in line with industry practice.
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A6. Offshore Industries Adviser with JNCC: In response to this answer, the JNCC
Representative noted that the input provided by the project promoters at this time has
been pretty comprehensive and he thanked the project promoters.
Q7. Navigation Support Officer of Trinity House: Representing Trinity House, the
Navigation Support Officer asked whether the project promoters have an idea of how
many metres above the seabed would the rock placement be installed.
A7. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile indicated that in general it would be approximately 1m
above the seabed; however, exact details are dependant, amongst other things, on the
project securing approval from MMO to have the right to place the rock on the seabed.
A7. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan also confirmed that there would be no impact from
the external protection of the cable on navigation as the typical water depths in the UK
EEZ were in the order of 100m.
A7. Valerie Brennan (EirGrid): Valerie added that a Construction and Environmental
Management Plan would be prepared as part of the construction phase of the project.
Q8. Assistant Chief Executive of NFFO: The Assistant Chief Executive of the NFFO
commented that from the perspective of the NFFO, the deeper that the cable can be
buried, the better.
A8. Emile Coiffier (RTE): Emile indicated that cable depths will typically be between 1m
and 1.8m, but that the deeper the cable is buried, the more expensive and time
consuming it is to undertake this work. Emile added that if an approximately 1.5m cable
burial depth is sufficient, there is no need to go any deeper and that is the general
approach that is taken to such matters in the industry today.
A8. Eoghan Tuite (EirGrid): Eoghan added that it is difficult to bury the cable deeper in
stiffer sediments but in such areas other subsea users face the same difficulty with
penetrating the seabed e.g. fishing equipment and anchors adding that there is little
additional benefit to going beyond approximately 1m in depth in such instances, however,
the cable won’t have a universal depth across the entirety of the route.
Towards the end of the webinar, Michelle advised attendees that the project team is
accessible and available to answer further questions should anyone want to contribute
anything else, however, no further questions were forthcoming.
Eoghan concluded the webinar by thanking attendees for their queries and noting that the
project promoters will soon be embarking upon the detailed assessment stage of the
project and will be supported by Wood plc as part of this process in terms of carrying out
the necessary environmental assessments. Eoghan also thanked attendees for the
submissions that they have made to date advising that we look forward to engaging
further with all UK Stakeholders as the project develops.
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3.4 Key Learnings from UK Consultation
The importance of fishing activity in the South West of England emerged as a key learning
from the consultation process. The importance of communication and adequate
consultation with the fishing associations, notably the NFFO as the representative body
for the UK commercial fishing sector was noted. The need for post installation
communication was also reinforced as a result of the consultation undertaken by the
project promoters.
Stakeholder Relationships: The consultation approach and response indicated strongly
that relevant stakeholders had been notified and were aware of the project. Questions
asked, while low in number, were of a technical and professional nature with good lines of
communication established between the project team and stakeholders. A few
respondents acknowledged receipt of information and advised that they had no concerns.
Online consultation: The blended approach taken through combining online and
traditional print advertising and promotion of the online events was satisfactory. It allowed
for a broader discussion shared by a range of stakeholders in one ‘virtual’ room; which
resulted in higher value conversations and information sharing than what would
traditionally be achieved by individual stakeholder sessions.

3.5 Overall Conclusions from UK Consultation
Overall, it is noted that, the online webinar event allowed for meaningful engagement to
occur between the project promoters and the UK Stakeholders. Reliable lines of
communication have now been established between the project team and interested UK
stakeholders which can be developed as the project moves from the pre-planning phase
into the pre-construction phase. Similarly, it was helpful to communicate the importance of
the project in the context of EU targets, particularly in relation to climate change in Europe
in addition to improving security of supply and cost of energy for all European consumers.
The project promoters were satisfied with the outcome of the public consultation process.
Key takeaways are that consultation resulted in an increased level of awareness of issues
that are of particular interest to UK Stakeholders such as fishermen. The consultation
exercise reinforced the need for continued communication with key UK stakeholders in
addition to Irish and French stakeholders.
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Appendix A: Background and
Readership of Newspapers
Newspaper
Title

West Briton

Background
The West Briton is a local weekly newspaper
published every Thursday serving different
areas of Cornwall, United Kingdom with four
separate editions –Truro and Mid-Cornwall,
Falmouth and Penryn, Redruth Camborne and
Hayle, and Helston and The Lizard

Readership

42,300

The
Cornishman

The Cornishman is a weekly newspaper based
in Penzance, Cornwall, England, United
Kingdom which was first published on 18 July
1878. Circulation for the first two editions was
4,000. An edition is currently printed every
Thursday

19,014

Cornish Times

The Cornish Times is a weekly newspaper,
published every Friday from offices in Liskeard,
Cornwall, United Kingdom. The offices are
currently based in the former Webb's Hotel
building (now called Webb's House). It covers
all of South East Cornwall, including
Callington, Fowey, Liskeard, Looe, Saltash and
Torpoint

20,133

Fishing News

The voice of the industry since 1913, Fishing
News brings you the latest news and features
from the UK and Irish commercial fishing
industry

-
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Appendix B: Event
Advertisements via Social Media

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/eirgrid_powerthefuture-activity-6678687569955311616ABl8
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EirGrid Website: http://www.eirgridgroup.com/the-grid/projects/celtic-interconnector/whatshappening-now/
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https://twitter.com/EirGrid/status/1272833208061693952
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https://twitter.com/EirGrid/status/1278239731076272128
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https://www.facebook.com/eirgrid/photos/a.219010401642056/1382297378646680/?type
=3&__tn__=-R
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Appendix C: Correspondence
issued to UK Stakeholders

To whom it concerns,
We are writing to you on behalf of EirGrid, the electricity transmission system operator in
Ireland and Réseau de Transport d'Électricité (RTE) the electricity transmission system
operator in France. Both EirGrid and RTE are joint promoters of the Celtic Interconnector,
an electricity interconnection project which will form a direct link between County Cork on
the south coast of Ireland and the coast of Brittany in North West France (Nord-Finistère).
For further information on the project please refer to www.celticinterconnector.eu
The proposed Celtic Interconnector project was designated by the European Commission
as a Project of Common Interest (PCI) under the Regulation for the trans-European
energy infrastructure (‘TEN-E Regulation’ EU 347/2013) in 2013. The project has retained
its PCI designation during all subsequent reviews. The TEN-E Regulation seeks to
modernise and expand Europe’s energy infrastructure and to interconnect networks
across borders to meet the European Union’s core energy policy objectives of
competitiveness, sustainability and security of supply.
The subsea cable route for the project will not pass through UK Territorial Waters but will
pass through the UK’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and will require some level of
rock protection. Therefore under the UK Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009 a Marine
Licence will be sought by the project promoters. This Marine Licence application makes
the TEN-E Regulation applicable to the Celtic Interconnector in the UK context and
requires that consultation is completed in the UK in order to inform stakeholders about the
project.
As a key UK stakeholder in this process, we are therefore pleased to provide you with a
project overview document for your attention. This overview presents the project, detailing
the subsea cable route and giving relevant details about the project development to date.
Your feedback with regard to the project is welcome. Please be advised that the project
team remain available to engage on any aspect of the project development and to answer
any further questions your organisation may have.
We look forward to corresponding with you further as the project develops.
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Yours faithfully,
Eoghan Tuite CEng PMP
EirGrid Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project

Gaëlle Chevreau
RTE Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project

T: + 353 (0)1 677 1700
E: celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com

T: +33 (0)6 98 04 27 47
M: Gaelle.chevreau@rte-france.com

W: www.eirgrid.com

W: www.rte-france.com
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Appendix D: Webinar Invitation
Issued to UK Stakeholders
Dear Sir/Madam,
The Celtic Interconnector is an electricity interconnection project being developed by
EirGrid and RTE (Réseau de Transport d’Electricité), the respective electricity
transmission system operators in Ireland and France. The project will form a direct
electrical link between County Cork on the south coast of Ireland and the coast of Brittany
in North West France (Nord-Finistère) with the marine cable route passing through the UK
EEZ. For further information please see www.celticinterconnector.eu
We would like to invite you to participate in online meetings being held with the Celtic
Interconnector project team scheduled to take place on Thursday 09 July 2020
The online meetings are being held to introduce the project team to you, to give a short
informational presentation on the project and provide you with an opportunity to ask any
questions you may have directly to the project team. This invitation is being extended to
all identified key stakeholders and interested members of the public in the UK. Attendance
is limited and pre-registration is required.
To facilitate attendance we are scheduling two sessions:
Session 1: 10.00 am – 12.00 pm
Session 2: 14.00 pm – 16.00 pm
What to do?
Please register your interest and select your preferred session here:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/online-meeting-for-uk-stakeholders-of-the-celticinterconnector-tickets-111275642442
We will be in contact with online joining details closer to the date.
We look forward to speaking further with you on the day. If in the meantime you have any
questions or comments the team remain available to you and you can contact us directly
at the details below.
Yours faithfully,
Eoghan Tuite CEng PMP
EirGrid Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project
T: + 353 (0)1 677 1700
E: celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com
W: www.eirgrid.com

Gaëlle Chevreau
RTE Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project
T: +33 (0)6 98 04 27 47
M: Gaelle.chevreau@rte-france.com
W: www.rte-france.com
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Appendix E: Webinar
Advertisement on Eventbrite
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Appendix F: Screen Captures
taken during Webinar Event
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Appendix G: Thank you email
issued to UK Stakeholders

Dear Dale,
Thank you for participating in the EirGrid/RTE online meeting for UK stakeholders of the
Celtic Interconnector project on Thursday 09 July.
As a key UK stakeholder in this process, we were pleased to have an opportunity to meet
with you, albeit virtually, and talk through the details of the project.
While the subsea cable route for the project will not pass through UK Territorial Waters it
will pass through the UK’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and will require some level of
rock protection. As discussed, under the UK Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009, a
Marine Licence will therefore be sought by EirGrid and RTE. This Marine Licence
application makes the TEN-E Regulation applicable to the Celtic Interconnector in the UK
context and requires that public consultation as part of the Project of Common Interest
(PCI) process is completed in the UK in order to inform stakeholders about the project.
Additional consultation as required by UK Marine Licence requirements will also be
carried out in cooperation with UK authorities as the project develops.
In the meantime, your feedback with regard to the project is welcome. Please be advised
that the project team remain available to engage on any aspect of the project
development and to answer any further questions you or your organisation may have.
Further documentation of the project is available on the EirGrid and the RTE websites,
with the Marine Route Investigation Report mentioned during the meeting available at:
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Marine-RouteInvestigation.pdf
We look forward to corresponding with you further as the project develops.
Yours faithfully,
Eoghan Tuite CEng PMP
EirGrid Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project

Gaëlle Chevreau
RTE Consultation Process Manager
Celtic Interconnector Project

T: + 353 (0)1 677 1700
E: celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com

T: +33 (0)6 98 04 27 47
M: Gaelle.chevreau@rte-france.com

W: www.eirgrid.com

W: www.rte-france.com
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