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Executive Summary
The Ireland-France electricity interconnector project, called the Celtic Interconnector,
consists of a proposed High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) 700 megawatt (MW)
connection, between the 400kV substation in La Martyre (Finistère, France) and the
220kV substation in Knockraha (County Cork, Ireland). With a total length of
approximately 575km (among them, the length of the submarine cable that passes
through the UK EEZ will be approximately 211km), this project is being jointly developed
by EirGrid and Réseau de Transport d’Électricité (RTE), the respective electricity
transmission system operators (TSOs) in Ireland and France, who are the ’project
promoters’ within the meaning of Regulation for the trans-European energy infrastructure
(347/2013 EU), hereafter referred to as ‘the TEN-E Regulation’.
The European Commission sees increased interconnection as a key step towards
achieving a more integrated electricity system and considers the Celtic Interconnector to
be an important move towards achieving such integration.
The Celtic Interconnector was designated in 2013 as a Project of Common Interest (PCI)
number 1.6 for the North Seas Countries Offshore Grid Initiative (‘NSCOGI’) priority
corridor under the TEN-E Regulation. The TEN-E Regulation seeks to modernise and
expand Europe’s energy infrastructure and to interconnect networks across borders to
meet the European Union’s core energy policy objectives of competitiveness,
sustainability and security of supply. The project has retained its PCI designation during
subsequent reviews in 2015, 2017 and 2019.
The purpose of this document is to propose a concept for public participation relating to
the Celtic Interconnector project, in order to fulfil the requirements of the TEN-E
Regulation (Article 9(3) and Annex VI). It sets out the necessary information sharing and
public engagement measures that EirGrid and RTE intend to undertake in the United
Kingdom (UK) regarding the public consultation on the project, and the ongoing
measures that continue to be undertaken in France and Ireland in order to ensure a high
level of public participation in the project.

Celtic Interconnector – TEN-E Concept for Public Participation – United Kingdom

Page i

Table of Contents
Executive Summary

i

Introduction

1

Project Description

2

Project elements

3

Consultation and Engagement

5

Public consultation in Ireland

5

Public consultation in France

7

Public consultation in the United Kingdom

8

Information leaflet

9

Project website

9

Online consultation platform

10

Informing relevant stakeholders

10

Publicising the consultation

12

Ongoing and upcoming consultation and engagements in UK

12

Consultation Timeline

13

Human Resources

14

Project Contact Details

15

Project promoters

15

Project websites

16

National Competent Authorities

16

Current Project Status

18

Appendix A: Project Programme

19

Appendix B: Marine Route and Environmental Designations

20

Introduction
The Celtic Interconnector is a proposed electrical link that will enable the import and
export of electricity between Ireland and France and will be the first direct energy link
between the two countries, running from the south coast of Ireland to the north-west coast
of France. The project promoters are EirGrid plc (EirGrid) and Réseau de Transport
d'Électricité (RTE), the Transmission System Operators (TSOs) in Ireland and France.
The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS)1 is the designated
National Competent Authority (NCA) for Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) in the United
Kingdom (UK). It has delegated authority to facilitate and coordinate the TEN-E
Regulation process for PCI’s such as the Celtic Interconnector Project to the Marine
Management Organisation (MMO).
The proposed routing for the Celtic Interconnector does not pass within UK territorial
waters i.e. within 12 nautical miles of Mean High Water Springs (MHWS). It passes
through approximately 211km of the UK’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and more
specifically it will be located approximately 75km from the nearest MHWS of the UK
mainland. The TEN-E Regulation is applicable to the Celtic Interconnector in so far as a
Marine Licence is required under the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009.
Projects of Common Interest (PCIs) are essential infrastructure projects aimed at helping
to physically integrate energy markets and enable Member States to diversify their energy
sources and contribute to ending energy isolation. The Celtic Interconnector was
designated as a PCI under the Regulation for the trans-European energy infrastructure
(EU 347/2013) (hereafter referred to as the ‘TEN-E Regulation’) in 2013. The project has
retained its PCI designation during reviews in 2015 and 2017. This status has been
confirmed in the fourth list of PCI projects published by the European Commission on 31 st
October 2019. The Regulation seeks to modernise and expand Europe’s energy
infrastructure and to interconnect networks across borders to meet the Union’s core
energy policy objectives of competitiveness, sustainability and security of supply.
PCI projects can also benefit from accelerated planning and permit granting and also have
access to financial support from the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF).
EirGrid and RTE have provided formal notification under Article 10(1)(a) of the TEN-E
Regulation to commence the permit granting process for PCI 1.6, the Celtic Interconnector
project, to An Bord Pleanála in its role as the CA in Ireland and to the Ministère de la
Transition Écologique et Solidaire in its role as the CA in France. Formal notification has
also been provided to the MMO in its role as the Competent Authority (CA) in the UK. The
31st January 2020 is the start date of the permit granting process for the purposes of PCI.
This Concept for Public Participation (CPP) document sets out the envisaged public
participation measures for the Celtic Interconnector project’s permit granting and public
participation phase with the United Kingdom.

1

Formerly known as the Department of Energy and Climate Change (DECC)
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Project Description
The proposed Celtic Interconnector, which will enable the movement of electricity between
France and Ireland as shown on Figure 1, will support Europe’s transition to the Energy
Union by applying downward pressure on the cost of electricity to consumers in Ireland
and France, by strengthening energy security between the two countries and by
facilitating the growth of renewables and the transition to a low carbon energy future.


It will enable the movement of electricity across Ireland, France and continental
Europe, increasing competition in the electricity market and applying downward
pressure on cost to the benefit of consumers;



It will enhance the security of supply for both Irish and French electricity
consumers;



It will support Europe’s transition to a low carbon energy future by increasing the
market available for renewable electricity and supporting the development of the
renewable energy sector;



It will provide Ireland’s only energy connection to an EU Member State following
the departure of the United Kingdom from the EU.

Figure 1 - Celtic Interconnector - proposed electricity interconnector between Ireland and France
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Project elements
The Celtic Interconnector project involves the construction of an electrical circuit between
Ireland and France using High Voltage Direct Current (DC) technology, the global
standard for the transfer of electricity over long distances using underground technology.
The interconnector would have a capacity of 700 MW (equivalent to the power used by
450,000 homes) and measure approximately 575 km in length. The longest spatial
element of the Celtic Interconnector would be the submarine circuit which would measure
approximately 500 km out of the total 575 km. The interconnector would form a link
between County Cork on the south coast of Ireland and the coast of Brittany in North West
France (Nord-Finistère).

Figure 2 - Celtic Interconnector Project Elements

The main elements of the interconnector are illustrated in Figure 2 above and consist of:


A submarine circuit, approximately 500km in length placed on or beneath the
seabed between France and Ireland. The submarine circuit will pass though the
territorial waters of Ireland and France and through the Exclusive Economic Zones
(EEZs) of Ireland, the United Kingdom (UK) and France. As illustrated in Figure 3,
approximately 211 km of the submarine cable is located within the UK‘s EEZ;



A landfall point where the submarine circuit comes onshore, in France and Ireland;



A High Voltage Direct Current (HVDC) land circuit between the landfall point and a
converter station, in France and Ireland;



A converter station, to convert the electricity from HVDC to High Voltage
Alternating Current (HVAC), which is used on the respective transmission grids in
each country;



A relatively short HVAC land circuit between the converter station and the
connection point to the grid, in France and Ireland. This circuit is proposed using
underground technology;



A connection point to an existing substation on the transmission grid, in France
and Ireland; and



A fibre optic cable would also be laid along the entire route for operational control,
communication and telemetry purposes.
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Figure 3 - Celtic Interconnector Marine Route Map
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Consultation and Engagement
As a PCI the Celtic Interconnector is a key cross border infrastructure project that links the
energy systems of EU countries. Its benefits include the furthering of European energy
policy in regard to achieving the community’s climate objectives. In turn this achievement
will provide affordable, secure and sustainable energy, and the long-term decarbonisation
of the economy to the benefit of all citizens.
To integrate and involve citizens in the PCI process, the project requirements include a
distinct obligation for considerable public stakeholder participation via communication,
engagement and consultation, in Ireland, France and the UK. Both EirGrid and RTE are
responsible for undertaking consultation and engagement for the project. EirGrid and
RTE’s approaches to consultation and engagement are presented below.
Public consultation in Ireland
EirGrid is committed to stakeholder engagement and consultation and operates a
bespoke Framework for Grid Development approach to all projects as outlined in the Have
your Say document2. As illustrated in Figure 4, this step by step approach to planning the
grid facilitates engagement and consultation with EirGrid’s stakeholders and the public
which helps EirGrid to explore options fully and make more informed decisions.

Figure 4 - EirGrid Framework for Grid Development Steps

Step 1 of the process was completed as part of the preliminary feasibility studies carried
out on the project which resulted in establishing the benefits of the project and promoting
further studies. EirGrid’s new Framework for Grid Development was launched in 2016 and
at that stage the Celtic Interconnector was committed to following the six step process.

2

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/__uuid/7d658280-91a2-4dbb-b438-ef005a857761/EirGrid-Have-Your-Say_May-2017.pdf
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In Step 2, two general areas with feasible connection points were identified for the project.
These were East Cork and West Wexford with connection points at Knockraha and Great
Island respectively, as shown in Figure 5 below. Five feasible landfall locations were also
identified for each area. The objective of Step 2 was to confirm the general area for the
project including the connection point and a shortlist of landfall locations.

Figure 5 - Connection points identified in Ireland

Consultation and engagement was completed in 2017 and included:
 Publication of a Project Information page on the EirGrid website;
 Publication of a detailed Project Update Brochure for Step 2 (2017) which
summarised the following assessments that had been carried out for both project
areas in Cork and Wexford (published on the EirGrid website):
o Feasibility Study – Converter Station Site & Route Identification in Ireland3;
o Land Report4 (identification and analysis of landfall locations);
o Route Investigation Report 5 (identification and analysis of marine route
options);
o Feasibility Study – Network Analysis6; and
o Social Impact Assessment Baseline Report7.
 The Project Update Brochure outlined that the assessments had concluded that
the project was feasible and that the best performing option was to connect to
France via East Cork;
 Engagement in stakeholder outreach through meetings with:
o Local community and fisheries groups e.g. meeting with the Knockraha
Community Association on 15th May 2017 and meeting with the Ballycotton
Fisherman’s Association on 17th July 2017;
o Elected representatives e.g. presentations to the Southern Regional
Assembly meeting in Waterford on 6th October 2017 and the East Cork
Municipal District Meeting in Midleton on 6th November 2017; and
o Industry bodies including Engineers Ireland, IDA and Energy Cork, etc.;
3

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/PE424-F0000-R000-038-001.pdf
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Land-Study-Report-2.pdf
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Marine-Route-Investigation.pdf
6
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-Interconnector-Feasibility-Phase-Network-Analysis.pdf
7
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/Celtic-IC-S2-Social-Impact-Baseline-Report-Apr2017.pdf
4
5
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Public consultation from 13th June 2017 to 11th July 2017 specific to the foreshore
licence application process for marine survey investigations.

To date EirGrid has completed Step 3 consultation and engagement (Spring 2019) which
has included:







Publication of a Project Information page on the EirGrid website;
Publication of a detailed Project Update Brochure for Step 3 8 (2019) which
confirmed the six potential converter station zones and three potential landfall
locations to bring forward to Step 4 of the Framework;
Engagement in stakeholder outreach with elected representatives, municipal
districts, local businesses, industry representatives, community and environmental
groups, fisheries groups; and,
Community Information Sessions in project landfall point communities and
communities potentially impacted by the onshore elements of the project.

Step 4 consultation and engagement is ongoing and includes:








The identification of an emerging best performing option for each of the project
elements;
The publication of a Step 4A Report outlining the emerging best performing landfall
location, converter station site options and underground cable routes between
these two points;
Public consultation on the Step 4A Report and assessment of feedback received;
Consultation and continuous engagement with landowners, local communities,
organisations, elected representatives, statutory bodies and other stakeholders;
and,
Further marine and terrestrial studies for baseline information purposes.

Therefore, in Ireland, the multiple Steps process described in the Irish CPP is underway. It
will ultimately lead to the publication of a Step 4B Report that confirms the Best
Performing Option and where exactly EirGrid should build the project.
Public consultation in France
In France, the consultation process for the Celtic Interconnector project has established its
corridor of least impact, which has now been validated by the Ministry for the Ecological
and Inclusive Transition in October 2019. This decision occurred following extensive
consultation in 2019, involving all project stakeholders including members of the public.
Following numerous stakeholders and representatives meetings organised by RTE under
the “Concertation Fontaine” process, RTE consulted with the National Commission for
Public Debate, which nominated two guarantors to ensure that an efficient and
appropriate public consultation process was undertaken in France. As a result, the

8

http://www.eirgridgroup.com/site-files/library/EirGrid/EirGrid-Celtic-Interconnector-Update-Spring-2019.pdf
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different possible options for the landfall location, converter station site and underground
cable route between these two points, have been presented to the public and feedback
from the public was captured. Following this process, the least impact options were
chosen by a plenary meeting that was held in July 2019, which was subsequently
validated by the Ministry in October 2019.
Therefore, extensive public participation and consultation has already been undertaken in
both Ireland and France. Details of the consultation that has taken place to date in Ireland
is provided in English on EirGrid’s project specific website and in France on RTE’s project
specific website.
Public consultation in the United Kingdom
The public consultation in the UK will take place as a continuation of the consultation that
has taken place to date online and via other media and forums in France and in Ireland.
Furthermore, EirGrid and RTE have adapted the proposed consultation methods having
regard to the current public health situation in Europe, by putting in place remote
information and consultation mechanisms. This approach is proposed in order to ensure
that requirements defined by the PCI procedure for information and public consultation in
the UK are respected while at the same time following guidelines regarding public health.
Public consultation in the UK will focus on informing stakeholders about the cable route
which will pass through the UK EEZ. The public consultation in the United Kingdom will
build on existing information channels that are already in the public domain, including
project specific websites, etc.
The public consultation features the PCI project information leaflet and the
www.celticinterconnector.eu website that has been updated on the 20th of May 2020 with
information addressing specific concerns relating to the UK. A dedicated area on the
website, facilitating public participation and consultation will complete this plan. This online
public consultation will take place between the 16th June 2020 and the 13th July 2020
(inclusive).
The main information / consultation stages, taking place from the month of May, are as
follows:
 May – Communication by email, of a project information document to the main
stakeholders identified in this document.
 May/June – Outreach by telephone to each main stakeholder by the project
promoters.
 June – Communication by email to key stakeholders, advising of the online
publication of documents for public consultation and the opening of the
consultation platform.
 June/July – 28 day public consultation via dedicated online platform.
 July – Online consultation event(s) with relevant affected stakeholders who will be
invited in written form.
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August/September – Publication of a consultation report and a video
summarising the key themes of the consultation, both available on the project
website. This will be communicated to registered stakeholders by email.

Information leaflet
EirGrid and RTE will update and publish the PCI Information Brochure previously
published in 2019. This brochure is available in French and English, informing citizens as
to the project specifics and benefits which clearly and concisely presents :
 The purpose of the project;


The schedule of studies, procedures and works.

The updated brochure will inform UK stakeholders on the proposed PCI project and
include information in relation to:
 The marine cable route;


The environmental assessment process;



The measures making it possible to avoid, reduce and offset environmental
impacts;



The list of web addresses of the European Commission’s transparency platform;
and



The public consultation proposals for the UK in a dedicated page.

The PCI information brochure is available on the project website, as well as on the EirGrid
website and the RTE website.
Project website
In accordance with the requirements of the TEN-E Regulation, during the information and
public participation phase, EirGrid and RTE have made available information in English
and French relating to the Celtic Interconnector project on-line via a website
www.celticinterconnector.eu.
The following information and features are already available on the existing website:


The presentation of the project, its objectives, its schedule, its status as a Project
of Common Interest within the meaning of European Union law;



A link to the Ten-Year Network Development Plans (EirGrid and RTE);



A link to the European Commission’s transparency platform;



A link to the list of Projects of Common Interest;



A link to TYNDP 2018 European network ten-year development plan (ENTSO-E);



A link to the EirGrid website concerning the consultation in Ireland;



A link to the RTE website concerning the consultation in France;
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Dedicated e-mail addresses to contact the project managers:
celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com and rte-celtic-interconnector@rte-france.com;



The PCI information brochure on the project previously referred to;



The timeline of the project and updates on the public consultations;



The contact details for obtaining all of the documents relating to the application;
and,



The contact details to be used to send observations and objections during the
public consultations.

The website also displays others sections including “News” from the project and a
Questions and Answers section. The existing website has been available online since the
29th January 2019.
In accordance with the TEN-E Regulation, and as guided by the MMO, the project
promoters have updated the existing project website (http://www.celticinterconnector.eu/).
As part of the UK Concept for Public Participation phase of the PCI process, this will
ensure that works proposed for the UK EEZ are easily identifiable. The following
information is provided on the updated website:




A description of the project in the context of how it concerns the UK EEZ;
Information regarding public consultation proposals in the UK; and,
Maps of the cable route in the context of the UK EEZ.

The project promoters are keen to ensure that clear and correct information on the project
is available to all European citizens and that all obligations with regard to public
consultation and engagement are being met.
Online consultation platform
A dedicated area for consultation with the relevant public affected in the UK (the
stakeholders and more largely whoever wishes to participate), will be created on the
website.
The dedicated public consultation area will be open to questions and comments from the
public over a 28 day period, from 16th June to 13th July 2020 (inclusive). Members of the
EirGrid and RTE project team will monitor the submission of feedback and endeavour to
provide responses to queries within three days.
Once this online public consultation period has closed, the information will remain publicly
accessible for a period of three months, including responses to all questions received and
project information documents.
Informing relevant stakeholders
Those potentially most interested in this project are the fishermen and residents of South
West England, in particular in and around Western Cornwall and those of the Isles of
Celtic Interconnector – TEN-E Concept for Public Participation – United Kingdom
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Scilly. However, any member of the public who so wishes can access the information
provided and express a view on the project. Some relevant stakeholders in the UK have
been identified with the guidance of the MMO. This initial list includes:


Local Marine Management Organisation (MMO) Office;



Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC);



Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science (CEFAS);



Natural England;



Historic England ;



The Crown Estate;



Maritime and Coastguard Agency ;



Trinity House;



Royal Yachting Association;



Cruising Association;



Chamber of Shipping ;



Commercial Fishermen;



British Sub-Aqua Club;



British Divers Marine Life Rescue;



Whale and Dolphin Conservation;



Isles of Scilly Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority;



Cornwall Inshore Fisheries and Conservation Authority;



National Federation of Fishermen's Organisations;



Ministry of Defence;



Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (Oil & Gas Authority (OGA)
and Offshore Petroleum Regulator for Environment and Decommissioning
(OPRED);



An Bord Pleanála (National Competent Authority (NCA) in Ireland);



Ministère de la Transition Écologique et Solidaire (NCA in France);



CE Cornwall Council;



CE Isles of Scilly Council.

As part of the consenting process, other navigational bodies or marine transportation
statutory bodies connected to South West England will also be informed of the project.
Other entities may be added to this list according to their interests and connections with
the Celtic Interconnector project.
EirGrid and RTE have appointed a local Fisheries Liaison Officer who is responsible for
contacting commercial fishermen during the consultation period.
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Publicising the consultation
Promotion of the consultation will be carried out in the UK before the launch of the online
consultation platform and during the consultation period, in order to provide information on
the subject of this consultation and to make known the public methods of participation in
the consultation process.
This publicity will be targeted at the public who will be potentially closest to the project and
therefore the most interested. Promotional methods will include:






Press notices and press releases in 4 different newspapers:
o West Briton (comprising 4 different editions Truro and Mid-Cornwall,
Falmouth and Penryn, Redruth Camborne and Hayle, and Helston and The
Lizard);
o The Cornishman;
o Cornish Times; and,
o Fishing News.
Promotion on social media by both project promoters
Publication on websites www.celticinterconnecor.eu and on both project partner
websites
Direct email notification to the main stakeholders

In addition to the placement of adverts in print, it is proposed that sponsored information
on the social networks of RTE (Facebook group) and EirGrid (Facebook and Twitter
pages) would also serve to highlight the consultation.
Ongoing and upcoming consultation and engagements in UK
The consultation and engagement in the UK will consist of:


Consultation with relevant stakeholders who have an interest in the marine
environment, notably those identified in the list above;



An online consultation process that will take place over a duration of 28 days
where all members of the public can receive information in relation to queries they
may have about the project.



An online event to inform relevant affected stakeholder about the project. This
event will further inform invited attendees about the project in the UK EEZ.
Members of the Celtic Interconnector Project Team will be present at this event to
answer any queries arising. The details of this online event will be communicated
in written form to relevant affected stakeholders such that they can participate
either by web or by telephone.
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Consultation Timeline
The proposed consultation timeline is set out in Figure 6.

Figure 6 – Celtic Interconnector Consultation Timeline
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Human Resources
The Celtic Interconnector is being jointly developed between EirGrid and RTE, with the
development of the project in the UK being shard between the project promoters.
EirGrid is responsible for the development of the project in Ireland and is resourcing the
project with internal staff and with the support of external consultants. Some of the key
resources regarding the marine route in Ireland are listed in Table 1 below.
Role

Resource Name

Project Manager

Gary Nolan

Offshore Project Manager (Ireland & UK)
(Consultation / Consenting Process)
Project Communications Specialist

Eoghan Tuite

Community Liaison Officer

Michelle Walsh

Jamie Moore

Table 1 - EirGrid Resources

RTE is responsible for the development of the project in France and is resourcing the
project with internal staff and with the support of external consultants. Some of the key
resources, regarding the marine route, in France are listed in Table 2 below.
Role

Resource Name

Project Manager

Eric Thébault

Consultation / Consenting Lead (France & UK)

Gaëlle Chevreau

Offshore Lead (France & UK)

Emile Coiffier

Project Communications Specialist

Sandrine Morassi

Table 2 - RTE Resources

Some of the key external resources supporting the development of the marine route are
listed in Table 3 below.
Role

Resource Name

Fisheries Liaision Officer (UK)
Lead Planning Consultant (Ireland)

Colin Richards
(Network Services)
Mott MacDonald Limited

Lead Planning Consultant (France)

TBM Environnement

Marine Consultant

Wood plc
Table 3 - External Resources
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Project Contact Details
Project promoters
The Celtic Interconnector is being jointly developed by EirGrid plc and Réseau de
Transport d'Électricité (RTE).
EirGrid plc
EirGrid plc is a wholly owned subsidiary of EirGrid Group and holds licences as
independent electricity Transmission System Operator (TSO) and Market Operator (MO)
in the wholesale trading system in Ireland, and is the owner of the System Operator
Northern Ireland (SONI Ltd.), the licensed TSO and market operator in Northern Ireland.
EirGrid plc previously developed and delivered the East West Interconnector between
Ireland and Wales, which has been in operation since 2012.
Réseau de Transport d'Électricité
Réseau de Transport d'Électricité (RTE) is the French TSO. It owns, operates and
develops the French Electricity Transmission System with the primary objectives of
balancing electricity generation with consumption, guaranteeing the secure operation of
the power system.
Contact Details
The primary contact details for the project promoters are provided in Table 4 below.
Table 4 - Contact Details of Project Promoters

Ireland / UK

France

EirGrid plc,

Réseau de Transport d'Électricité,

The Oval,

Centre Developpement & Ingenierie, Nantes

160 Shelbourne Road,

CNER/GDIN,

Ballsbridge,

Immeuble Window,

Dublin,

7C, Place du Dôme,

D04 FW28,

92073 PARIS LA DEFENSE Cedex,

Ireland.

France.

Company No.: 338 522

Company No.: 444 619 258

Tel: +353 (0)1 677 1700 (Ireland)

Tel: +33 (0)2 40 67 35 69 (France)

Tel: +44 (0)28 9079 4336 (UK)
Email: celticinterconnector@eirgrid.com

Email: rte-celtic-interconnector@rte-france.com
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Project websites
Further information about the project can be found in both English and French on the
project websites at:
http://www.celticinterconnector.eu/
http://www.eirgridgroup.com/the-grid/projects/celtic-interconnector/the-project/
http://www.rte-france.com/en/project/celtic-interconnector-interconnection-projectbetween-france-and-ireland
National Competent Authorities
The National Competent Authorities (NCAs) for each jurisdiction relating to the Celtic
Interconnector are listed in Table 5 below.
Table 5 - National Competent Authorities for the Celtic Interconnector Project

Country

National
Competent
Authority

Contact Details

Ireland

An Bord
Pleanála

Sorcha Skelly,
Executive Officer,
An Bord Pleanála,
Projects of Common Interest Unit,
61-64 Marlborough Street,
Dublin,
D01 V902,
Ireland.
Tel: +353 (0)1 858 8100
Email: s.skelly@pleanala.ie

France

Ministère de
la Transition
Écologique et
Solidaire

Sidonie Blanchard
Chargée de mission infrastructures de transport d'électricité,
Direction Générale de l'Energie et du Climat,
Ministère de la Transition Écologique et Solidaire,
92 055 La Défense Cedex,
France.
Tel: +33 (0)1 40 81 85 90
Email:sidonie.blanchard@developpement-durable.gouv.fr
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Country

National
Competent
Authority

Contact Details

United
Kingdom

The Marine
Management
Organisation
(MMO)

Abbey Coppin
Marine Licencing Team,
Marine Management Organisation,
Lancaster House,
Hampshire Court,
Newcastle upon Tyne,
NE4 7YH,
United Kingdom.

Tel: +44 (0)300 123 1023
Email: marine.consents@marinemanagement.org.uk
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Current Project Status
The Celtic Interconnector project has been in development since 2011 and is now at a
mature stage. The current phase of the project is the Detailed Design and Consents
Phase (including detailed design, EPC procurement and consenting workstreams). The
submission of formal consenting applications in the three jurisdictions is planned to take
place between the end of 2020 and 2021, with overall consent expected to be achieved in
2022. The Construction Phase is expected to start in 2022 with the interconnector
expected to be operational in 2026. The joint project roadmap is shown below in Figure 7.
Please refer to Appendix A for a more detailed project programme.

Figure 7 - Celtic Interconnector Project Roadmap
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Appendix A: Project Programme

Figure 8 - Celtic Interconnector Project Programme
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Appendix B: Marine Route and
Environmental Designations
The surveyed marine route, as referenced in the “Project Description” section, was
purposefully selected to ensure that no Environmentally Designated Areas or sites were
crossed, in Ireland, France or in the UK EEZ.

Marine Conservation Zones and Special Area of Conservation sites
The most proximate Marine Conservation Zones (MCZ) and Special Area of Conservation
(SAC) sites along the proposed submarine cable route through the UK EEZ are presented
in Figure 9 and Figure 10 below.

Figure 9 - SAC and MCZ Sites in the UK EEZ
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Figure 10 - MCZs around the Isles of Scilly.

National Character Areas (NCAs)
The Isles of Scilly NCA includes the 200 low lying islands and rocks that forms the Isles of
Scilly archipelago. The islands have a diverse range of landscapes and habitats.
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